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Agenda for the Awendaw Town Council Public Hearing 
Thursday, June 4, 2026 

6:30 PM 
1. Call to Order

Mayor Crolley called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Chris Crolley, Councilman Paul Brown, Councilwoman Wendy Helms,
Councilwoman Grace Gasper, Councilman Kent Prause

Staff present included Town Administrator Katharine Watkins, Town Clerk Takeya White, Town
Planning Manager Daniel O’Hara and Town Attorney James I. Ward IV.

Absent: Councilman John Timmons, Councilman Rodney Porcher

3. Invocation
The invocation was led by Mayor Crolley.

4. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

5. Civility Pledge
Councilman Paul Brown read the Civility Pledge.

6. Approval of the June Public Hearing Agenda – [Time Stamp: 1:51/19:23]

Motion: To approve the June Public Hearing Agenda
Posed By: Councilwoman Wendy Helms
Second: Councilwoman Grace Gasper
Discussion: None
Vote: Unanimous Approval

7. Open Public Hearing for the following Items: [Time Stamp: 2:13/19:23]

a. Ordinance 2025-45: An ordinance for a text amendment to an existing Planned
Development, Awendaw Storage, identified by TMS 661-00-00-029. Amendment to
include clarifications to dimensional standards, buffer requirements, and
development review procedures.

1. Susan Cox 6209 Rudder Lane commented that she believed the ordinance had
expired and should be reconsidered. She encouraged Council to ensure that any
future action complies with previously adopted ordinances and undergoes
appropriate legal review before proceeding.
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2. Andrea Frazier 7854 Gull Bay Drive addressed the ordinance, noting that it had
previously been reviewed by the Planning Commission in November 2025 and
placed on hold due to unresolved legal issues. She questioned whether the item
was listed as "no action" on the current agenda because those legal matters
remained unresolved. She observed that nearly six months had passed without an
update. Ms. Andrea requested a formal update on the legal status of the Planned
Development and the comments she had previously submitted.

b. Ordinance 2026-14: An ordinance to repeal and replace Chapter 34: Finance and 
Revenue, for the Town of Awendaw, South Carolina
No comments
Ordinance 2026-15: An ordinance to amend Chapter 30, General Provisions, 
Subsection 30.090, to separate the financial responsibilities from the Clerk position 
and to create a new position under Subsection 30.093, Treasurer, to define the 
Treasurer’s duties.

1. Andrea Frazier 7854 Gull Bay Drive addressed this ordinance and asked for an 
update on the status of defining the Treasurer's duties and the posting of the 
position. 

c. Ordinance 2026-16: An ordinance of the Town of Awendaw, South Carolina, to amend 
Title III: Administration, Chapter 32: Boards and Commissions, Subsection 32.01 
Planning Commission to change the monthly meeting from the third to the second 
Monday of the month.
No comments

d. Ordinance 2026-17: An ordinance to amend Chapter 153, Zoning Code, Subsection 
153.027, R - Residential, to increase the minimum lot size in the Residential Zoning 
District

1. Susan Cox 6209 Rudder Lane offered public comment in support of this 
ordinance, expressing that the vast majority of residents share a strong concern 
for maintaining lower residential density and protecting the rural character of 
Awendaw. She referenced prior density discussions from 2017 and 2018 and 
encouraged the Council to advance the ordinance.

e. Ordinance 2026-18: An ordinance to amend Chapter 153, Zoning Code, Subsection 
153.026 AG - Agricultural General to increase minimum lot size in the Agricultural 
General Zoning District
No comments

f. Ordinance 2026-20: An ordinance to adopt the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year General Fund Budget 
for the Town of Awendaw, SC, starting July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027.

1. Andrea Frazier 7854 Gull Bay Drive provided detailed public comment after
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reviewing the proposed general fund budget. She raised the following specific 
questions and observations: 

• Telecom franchise fees (line item 10-5193): Budgeted at $4,000, but no
funds were received from Berkeley or Dominion in fiscal years 2025 or
2026. She questioned whether fees were being properly collected.

• Treasurer position (line item 10-4125): She again inquired about the
status of the job description and posting for this newly proposed
position.

• Housing Administrator (line item 10-4301): She asked whether this
would be a standalone position or remain bundled under the Clerk's
duties and requested a status update on the posting.

• Town Park – LWCF (line item 10-4806): She noted the line item
referencing an LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund) grant and
stated she had not heard any mention of this through the Park Board,
requesting clarification.

• Transfer from General Fund to Water Fund: Andrea expressed genuine
appreciation that this budget contained no line item transferring general
funds into the water budget, calling it "a long-standing concern" that had
finally been addressed.

• Park facilities fee proposal: Andrea proposed that the Council consider
creating an ordinance establishing an annual park facilities fee charged
to each household in the town, similar to programs in Charleston
County and Berkeley County. She suggested a fee in the range of $250
per residence annually, noting that the park is actively used and that
such revenue could fund upgrades and maintenance. She
acknowledged this could not be incorporated into the current budget
cycle and stated she would bring the proposal to the Park Board.

• CDBG Rehab Project (HUD/Charleston County): She noted that while
$145,000 was budgeted for the Community Development Block Grant
housing rehabilitation program, only $18,925 was actually spent, and
she questioned the cause of the significant shortfall, emphasizing that
these funds exist to assist residents in need of home repairs.

• Corporate credit card charges (NDSC): She identified an actual
expenditure of $19,416.42 with no corresponding budgeted amount in
either the FY2025-26 or proposed FY2026-27 budgets. She requested a
full accounting of those credit card expenses.

g. Ordinance 2026-21: An ordinance to adopt the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Water Fund
Budget for the Town of Awendaw, SC, starting July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027.

Andrea Frazier 7854 Gull Bay Drive commented on the proposed Water Fund Budget,
raising concerns about water connection fees, customer water rates, and the Town's ability
to adequately fund the water system as development continues. She also requested an
update on the status of the vacant water maintenance and facilities manager positions.
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Additionally, she asked whether the budgeted credit card fee line item represents the 
processing fees charged to customers who pay their water bills by credit card. 

h. Ordinance 2026-22: An ordinance of the Town of Awendaw, South Carolina, To Amend
Title XV: Land Usage, Chapter 153: Zoning Code, Planned Development Division of the
Code of the Town of Awendaw, South Carolina, by Amending Section 153.045 and
repealing Section 153.046 through 153.050 thereto, and repealing any and all
references to Planned Developments within Chapter 153: Zoning Code

Susan Cox 6209 Rudder Lane offered public comment in strong support of this ordinance,
stating that the Planned Development framework has "clearly cost us nothing but bad" and
that the mechanism intended to encourage mixed-use and creative development solutions
had in practice almost never produced that outcome. She expressed confidence that the
Planning Commission, the Planning Director, and Council could handle future zoning
matters through standard processes.

Mayor Crolley noted that it should be confirmed whether the pending Planned Development
referenced in Ordinance 2025-45 would need to be resolved prior to or concurrent with the
repeal of the PD framework.

8. Close Public Hearing - [Time Stamp: 18:55/19:23]

Motion: To close Public Hearing
Posed By: Councilwoman Wendy Helms
Second: Councilman Kent Prause
Discussion: None
Vote: Unanimous Approval

9. Adjournment
 

Motion to Adjourn
Posed By: Councilwoman Wendy Helms
Second: Councilman Kent Prause
Discussion: None
Vote: Unanimous Approval

Town Council Meeting Ended at 6:50 pm 
DRAFT Minutes Respectfully submitted on Thursday, June 25th, 2026, by Takeya White 

Final Approval Date: 7/2/2026 Electronic Signature: Takeya D. White 

Note: These meeting minutes are not verbatim. To watch the full meeting video, please 
visit the town’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@TownOfAwendaw.  

Notice of Meeting: In accordance with the SC Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, the following have been notified of 
the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting. The agenda was posted on the bulletin board at Town Hall prior to the meeting. 
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