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Awendaw Town Council Public Hearing DRAFT MINUTES 
Thursday, July 2, 2026 

7:00 PM 

1. Call to Order

The Awendaw Town Council Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Chris Crolley on 
Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 7:00 PM 

2. Roll Call
Present: Mayor Chris Crolley, Councilman Rodney Porcher, Councilman Paul Brown, 
Councilwoman Wendy Helms, Councilman John Timmons, and Town Staff Town Administrator 
Katharine Watkins, Town Clerk Takeya White 

It was noted that Town Attorney, Mac McQuillin, was in transit. He arrived at 7:06 pm. 

Absent: Councilman Kent Prause, Councilwoman Grace Gasper 

3. Invocation
The invocation was delivered by Mayor Chris Crolley. 

4. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

5. Civility Pledge
Councilman Paul Brown read the Town of Awendaw Civility Pledge. 

6. Approval of the July Public Hearing Agenda
Motion: To approve the July 2026 Public Hearing Agenda was posed by Councilwoman Wendy 
Helms and seconded by Councilman John Timmons.  
Discussion: None 
Vote: The motion passed unanimously. 

7. Open Public Hearing for the following Items: [Time Stamp: 2:19/9:15]

a. Ordinance 2026-19: An ordinance to amend the Subdivision Regulations division of Chapter
153, Zoning Code, of the Town of Awendaw Code of Ordinances; Subsection 153.305 Zoning
District, pertaining to water supply and sewage disposal.

Mayor Chris Crolley read the ordinance into the record. Ordinance 2026-19 proposes to amend
Section 153.305 of the Town of Awendaw Code of Ordinances — last amended on December 7,
2000, by Ordinance 20-8 — to establish updated water and sewage standards for property seeking
subdivision and plat approvals. The key provisions of the amendment are as follows:

• All subdivisions shall be served by an approved public water system or a private well,
combined with an on-site private conventional anaerobic waste disposal system.
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• Mechanically assisted engineered aerobic waste disposal systems and shared systems are

expressly prohibited.

• Developers shall install public water lines where public water service is available within 300
feet of the subject property.

• The new provisions shall not apply to legal lots of record existing at the time of adoption,
subject to conditions including certification in writing by the Town Attorney and a
demonstrated inability to otherwise accommodate a conventional anaerobic septic
disposal system.

Mayor Crolley noted for the record that the ordinance referenced a Planning Commission public
hearing date that had not yet been finalized in the draft and indicated that the specific date should
be confirmed and inserted prior to adoption. The Mayor acknowledged the rationale for the
amendment, noting that the Town's Comprehensive Plan, adopted on August 7, 2025, had already
recommended conventional anaerobic systems over mechanically assisted aerobic alternatives.

It was also noted for the record that the Town had previously received four (4) written public 
comments submitted via the Town website prior to the hearing: 

1. Ms. Ann Carswell – In Favor of Ordinance 2026-19

2. Ms. Susan Cox – In Favor of Ordinance 2026-19

3. Ms. Lynne Vicary – In Favor of Ordinance 2026-19

4. Mr. Robert Fuller- Opposed to Ordinance 2026-19

Ms. Ann Carswell, of Limehouse Road, also gave public commentary in person. She expressed
concern about the broader water capacity situation in Awendaw. She noted that residents have
been receiving notices advising against lawn irrigation, car washing, and other non-essential water 
use, and raised the question of what impact connecting additional new homes to the public water
supply would have on existing residents — particularly those reliant on private wells. She also
raised the concern of whether fire hydrant pressure would remain adequate for emergency services
as demand on the water system grows.

Mayor Crolley acknowledged those as valid and important concerns, confirming that water supply
is one of the town's primary challenges and that it is receiving increased attention. He indicated
that the town needs to engage with the relevant water authority to address pressure and capacity
needs, particularly as they relate to emergency services.

9. Close Public Hearing

Motion: To close the public hearing was made by Councilwoman Wendy Helms and seconded
by Councilman Paul Brown.
Discussion: None
There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.
Vote: The motion passed unanimously

10. Adjournment
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Motion: To adjourn was made by Councilwoman Wendy Helms and seconded by Councilman 
Paul Brown. 
Discussion: None 
Vote: The motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:09 pm 

DRAFT Minutes Respectfully submitted on Tuesday, August 4th, 2026, by Takeya White 

Final Approval Date: August 6th, 2026  Electronic Signature: Takeya D. White 

Note: These meeting minutes are not verbatim. To watch the full meeting video, please visit the 
town’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@TownOfAwendaw

Notice of Meeting: In accordance with the SC Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, the following have been 
notified of the time, date, place, and agenda of this meeting. The agenda was posted on the bulletin board at Town Hall prior to the 
meeting. 
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